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PAGE 01 STATE 115407 
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ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCS-03 /026 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY NE A/ARN : MHM AU GHAN 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 
EUR/NE:JPSHUMATE (PHONE) 

SCA/SCS:STUCKER (SUBS) 

067959 

O 1 12027Z MAY 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 1 15407 

FOR LUCIEN KINSOLVING 

FOLLOWING REPEAT BAGHDAD 0596 ACTION SECSTATE 6 MAY 76 
QUOTE 

SECRET BAGHDAD 0596 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CDES, IZ (HILL, ERNEST CLIFTON) 

SUBJECT: DEATH CASE ERNEST CLIFTION HILL 
REF: (A) KUWAIT 21 11 (B) STATE 108559 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY INFORMED USINT ON APRIL 25 THAT THEY HEARD 
THROUGH BRITISH NATIONAL WORKING FOR INOCIN BASRA THAT PASSPORTS 
OF US CITIZEN NAMED LOWRIE AND ONE OTHER US CITIZEN HAD BEEN 
TAKEN BY SECURITY POLICE IN BASRA. (ACCORDING TO KUWAIT 2111, 

OTHER AMERICAN WAS ERNEST CLIFTON HILL). ACCORDING TO BRITISH 
EMBASSY, BOTH MEN WERE BEING QUESTIONED IN CONNECTION WITH OIL 
FIELD FIRE. BRITISH NATIONAL SAID THE TWO AMERICANS WERE 
NOT REQUESTING USINT ASSISTANCE AND THEY HOPED THAT MATTER 
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2. USINT PRINCIPAL OFFICER DECIDED THAT USINT INTERVENTION IN 
CSE WITH GOI WOULD BE DISADVANTAGEOUS TO THE TWO AMERICANS 

AS IT WOULD INCREASE GOI SUSPICIONS AND MIGHT LEAD NEAR-PARAMOTO 
GOI SECURITY OFFICIALS TO CONCLUDE THAT FIRE HAD BEEN A USG 
SPONSORED OVERT OPERATION. 

3. PRINCIPAL OFFICER WAS ASSURED BY BRITISH EMBASSY THAT THEY 
WOULD KEEP IN THOUCH WITH DEVELOPMENTS THROUGH BRITISH NATIONAL 
IN BASRA AND KEEP USINT ADVISED. 

4. USINT RECEIVED STATE 108559 MAY 5 AND IMMEDIATELY TOOK 
UP MATTER WITH CONSULAR SECTION OF FOREIGN MINISTRY. USINT 
FOLLOWED USUAL PROCEDURES ON DEATH OF US CITIZEN ABROAD 
AND DID NOT MENTION TO FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT WE HAD EARLIER 
INFORMATION ON WITHHOLDING OF PASSPORTS AND QUESTIONING BY 
POLICE. 

5. ACCORDING TO FOREIGN MINISTRY AND INOC, HILL HAD HISTORY OF 
HEART TROUBLE AND DIED IN BED OF HEART ATTACK. WE HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO REACH LOWRIE BY PHONE AND HE DID NOT CONTACT USINT 

ON MAY 5 WHEN HE WAS IN BAGHDAD ALTHOUGH WE HAD SENT MESSAGE TO 
HIM THROUGH INOC THAT HE SHOULD DO SO. WE ARE TOLD BY INOC 
THAT LOWRIE CALLED HIS HOME OFFICE IN TULSA FROM BAGHDAD ON 
MAY 5. 

6. FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS NOT YET RESPONDED TO OUR REQUEST FOR 
PERMISSION TO SEND CONSULAR OFFICER TO BASRA. WE WILL CONTINUE 
OUR ATTEMPTS TO REACH LOWRIE AND TO SEND CONSULAR OFFICER TO 
BASRA TO ASCERTAIN FACTS OF CASE. 

7. OTHER DETAILS WILL BE SENT BY UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE. 

WILEY 

UNQUOTE 

KISSINGER 
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